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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 

A display unit is provided which enables monocular 
observation of a magnified displayed image, and 
binocular observation of a non-magnified displayed 
image. The display unit comprises a liquid crystal 
display element having pixels arranged two- 
dimensionally, and a backlight source for illuminating 
the liquid crystal display element from the backside. 
The backlight source comprises a micro -spotlight 
illumination system constituted of a surface light 
source, a barrier element, and a microlenses . The 
barrier element is controlled to take a complete 
transmission mode to transmit the light emitted form 
the surface light source or an aperture-formation mode 
to form apertures in matrix arrangement. In the 
aperture formation mode, the microlenses are focused 
substantially on the apertures respectively. The 
apertures, the microlenses corresponding thereto, and 
the pixels corresponding thereto are arranged such that 
the optical axes of the respective micro -spotlight 
illumination system pass through the pixels of the 
corresponding liquid crystal display elements from the 
backside and come to intercross roughly at one point on 
a pupil of an eye E brought close to the display face 
of the liquid crystal display element at a short 
distance not focusable physiologically. 


